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Modification of Permit # 8.1- 35 Lomasney Way  
Supplemental Information Submission 

 
 
Statement of Need.  Since the 1970s, the Garden Garage has provided much-needed parking 
for residents, visitors and employers in the West End.  

• The 410 commercial spaces, allowed under Permit #8.1 and to be replaced in kind, are a 
critical part of the neighborhood’s ability to accommodate demand for sporting and 
entertainment events at the TD Garden; indeed, these spaces are fully utilized on any 
date on which Garden events are held.  During the day, they heavily used as short-term 
commercial parking for patients and visitors to MGH, Mass Eye & Ear, and affiliated 
medical offices, as well as for patrons of area retail and restaurant businesses.  

• The reconstructed garage will provide 141 APCC-exempt spaces accessory to the new 
Alcott Tower project.  These spaces will be used by residents of the new residential 
development and for employee/vendor/service parking associated with the 
development.  These spaces are required to comply with the parking ratio approved by 
the BPDA in 2016. 

• As acknowledged in Condition 5 of Permit #8.1, the garage also provides parking for 
residents of other EQR Buildings (West End Residences, Longfellow Towers) and the 
abutting Amy Lowell House.  Additionally, spaces are leased (on a monthly or longer 
term basis) to residents and employers within the area delineated in Condition 5.  These 
222 exempt spaces not only meet the parking demand of EQR’s own residents, but also 
provide a stable off-street parking alternative for neighboring residents and employers, 
(in particular, MGH), and alleviate the pressure on resident-permit only spaces the 
surrounding area.  

Methods for Excluding General Public from Commercial Spaces.  As previously approved in 
Condition 6 of Permit #8.1, EQR will continue to have parking garage attendants visually track 
the status of commercial spaces and will put out the “Garage Full:  No Public Parking” sign when 
these spaces are full.  Additionally, commercial spaces within the garage will be clearly labeled 
with a “C” and signage will direct public parkers to park only in those spaces.  

Bicycle and EV Spaces.  The Project was permitted by the BPDA Board in 2016.  The TAPA was 
signed in 2017.  Construction began in 2018.  Accordingly, neither the City’s 2019 EV Readiness 
Policy nor BTD’s 2020 bicycle parking requirements applied to the Project and the garage – 
which is nearly complete – does not fully incorporate the measures required by these new 
policies.  It would be both practically and financially infeasible to retrofit this facility to meet the 
subsequently adopted requirements in the context of this permit modification, particularly in 
light of the delays and expenses engendered by the recent Covid-19 crisis.  While full 
compliance with the new policies cannot be achieved, the Project nonetheless will provide 
ample bicycle parking and a number of EV spaces.  Specifically: 

• There will be 430 private, secure (indoor) bicycle spaces for resident use and 22 outdoor 
short-term, visitor bicycle parking spaces.   
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• The garage contains 36 EV charging stations, distributed on three floors of the garage.  
EQR notes that while additional EV capacity cannot be added as doing so would require 
the installation of an entirely new electrical vault and system, it is working with its 
parking consultant to evaluate how it can enhance EV charging options within the 
limitations of the current system.   
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