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CORONAVIRUS UPDATE

As of August 7, 2020, there are 14,405 confirmed cases (+28 from day before) of 
COVID-19 in Boston residents. 10,412 (+21) of those have fully recovered and 736 (+1) 
have died. (City COVID-19 Dashboard)

● Governor Baker is signing an updated gatherings order, effective Tuesday, August 11,  which 
will:

● Reduce the limit on outdoor gatherings from 100 to 50 people (indoor gatherings limit will remain 
at 25 people)

● Apply these limits to all types of gatherings, on both public and private property
● Require face coverings where more than 10 people from different households will be mixing.

● Rhode Island is no longer considered “lower risk” in terms of travel order
● A map of testing sites and information can be found at boston.gov/coronavirus.

● Mobile COVID-19 testing sites open to anyone, regardless of symptoms. Mayor's Health Line is 
617-534-5050.

● Reopened Opportunity Fund - grants of up to $1,000 for artists

Latest News

https://dashboard.cityofboston.gov/t/Guest_Access_Enabled/views/COVID-19/Dashboard1?:showAppBanner=false&:display_count=n&:showVizHome=n&:origin=viz_share_link&:isGuestRedirectFromVizportal=y&:embed=y
https://www.boston.gov/news/coronavirus-disease-covid-19-boston
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Elections and Early Voting

Early voting runs from Saturday, August 22 through Friday, August 28.

● Any voter registered in Boston can vote at any early voting location.
● City Hall will be open for voting Monday through Friday, from 9 a.m. - 5 p.m., during the time 

period. On Tuesday and Thursday, City Hall will stay open until 8 p.m. for early voting.
● Early voting "pop-up" polling locations will also be available throughout the City on Tuesday 

and Thursday. Those locations will be open from 12 - 8 p.m.

● Saturday, August 22, 2020 at 8:00 p.m. is the last day to register to vote and Wednesday, August 
26 is the deadline to request a vote-by-mail ballot.

● All registered voters have received a vote-by-mail application in their mail boxes during the week 
of July 20, 2020. The application is in a postcard format. To receive a ballot, voters must first 
complete, sign and return the prepaid postcard application to the Election Department by August 
26, 2020 for the State Primary. Voters may request a ballot using the vote-by-mail application for 
the September 1, 2020 State Primary, November 3, 2020 State Election or all 2020 elections.

State primaries on Tuesday, September 1.

https://www.boston.gov/news/early-voting-locations-boston-2020-primaries
https://www.boston.gov/news/city-boston-announces-preparations-ahead-september-1-election
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FEDERAL

Americans for the Arts Action Alert: ensure provisions for arts and cultural sector (including workers) are 
included.

Chambers of Commerce letter to Congressional Leadership

● Cape Cod Chamber of Commerce 
● Greater Boston Chamber of Commerce 
● Middlesex West Chamber of Commerce 
● Nashoba Valley Chamber of Commerce 
● Springfield Regional Chamber of Commerce 
● Stoneham Chamber of Commerce 
● Worcester Regional Chamber of Commerce

http://www.mass-creative.org/fed_heals_act
https://www.bostonchamber.com/media/policy/Letter-Cultural-Institutions_August.pdf
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● Baker Revised Gathering Order - announced today at 1pm

● We are in phase 3 step 1 indefinitely
● Gatherings capped at 50 people
● This is for public and private events
● Face coverings for gatherings of 10 or more with people from different households.
● Violation fines increased from $300 to $500
● 6-ft spacing at gatherings will now be "enforceable" by State and local police 
● "COVID Enforcement and Intervention Team" (this will include ABCC, State Police, MEMA, Command 

Center, Division of Labor, others); more information on metrics for when to intervene in "high risk 
communities" will be forthcoming next week

● Working on getting further sector specific guidance. 

● #MaskUpMA campaign
● How can we as a community support and encourage common sense public health requirements?

https://www.mass.gov/news/mask-up-ma
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● Extended formal session for legislature

● Usually ends July 31st 
● For this year ends December 31st 

● What does this mean?
● More bill and legislative activity in the fall than we are used to.
● FY21 state budget in the fall (probably)
● Increased need for ongoing relationship building with lawmakers and their staffs
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ACTION TO TAKE FOR BOND BILL
○ Now: Contact Economic Development Bond Bill Conference Committee 
○ August: Make a plan for building your relationship with your elected officials
○ Later: Advocacy to Baker Administration for spending

Building advocacy into your work plan and organization
○ Regularly sharing updates with your board and staff
○ Social media - a resource you have
○ Scheduling time to reach out to lawmakers

■ Don’t wait until you need something
○ Get creative!
○ Make it personal - impact on you, your artistic practice, your business & your community
○ Share the info and the data

http://www.mass-creative.org/econdevconfcte
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Take the 2020 Census

Pledge to #Create the Vote SEPTEMBER 30TH!!!

https://my2020census.gov/
http://www.mass-creative.org/ctv2020
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● Reactions to 
reopening 
guidelines?

● Areas of concern?

● Any other questions?

Questions and Comments 


