




  

APPENDIX: Definitions 

Zero Net Carbon Standard 

Compliance levels  by order of stringency: 

●  Zero Net Carbon Onsite: A zero net carbon onsite building is one that is optimally 
efficient, has no onsite fossil fuel combustion, and over the course of a year, generates 
energy onsite, using clean renewable resources, in a quantity equal to or greater than the 
total amount of energy consumed onsite. 

● Zero Net Carbon Offsite:  A zero net carbon offsite building is one that is optimally 
efficient, has no onsite fossil fuel combustion, but allows for the use of energy from 
offsite renewable sources. Such fuel sources could include the purchase of renewable 
energy credits (RECs), or participation in a clean power purchase agreement (PPA), or 
other forms of zero-carbon energy procurement. 

● Zero Net Carbon Ready: A zero net carbon ready building is one that is optimally 
efficient, with no fossil fuel combustion onsite, that would become zero net carbon when 
its electricity supply is changed over to 100 percent renewable sources. 

● Zero Net Carbon Convertible: A zero net carbon convertible building is one that is 
optimally efficient and that uses electricity supplemented with some fossil fuels onsite 
(e.g., Combined Heat and Power), but that is built such that it may be easily changed over 
to 100 percent carbon-neutral fuel sources upon availability. 

Energy-Positive: An Energy Positive building produces more onsite energy from renewable 
sources than it consumes for building operations over the course of a year.  

Temporary Structure: any proposed building that is intended to be in existence for ten (10) 
years or less. 

 

 


