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Introduction
As part of its obligation to the Boston Landmarks Commission laid out in the Memorandum of 
Agreement in 2015 between the BLC and Boston Children’s Hospital regarding the building of 
a new clinical building (now known as the Hale Family Building), BCH agreed to develop and 
fund an Interpretive History Exhibit. 

The exhibition would highlight the history and accomplishments of the Hospital, its 
predecessor, the Rotch Memorial Hospital for Infants, and the Harvard School of Public 
Health (as related to the period of its occupancy of the Wolbach Building) and the 
significance of the achievements of the Hospital and these institutions in pediatric medicine 
and the field of public health.   

Boston Children’s Hospital now presents its design development plans for this Interpretive 
History Exhibit for the BLC’s review and approval. BCH also includes previously approved 
plans for the incorporation of architectural elements into the interior and exterior of the 
building. 

BCH anticipates that the Interpretive History Exhibit will open to the public concurrently 
with the Hale Building in June of 2022. 



Boston Children’s 
A to Z

Interpretive History Exhibit



Boston Children’s: A to Z
An Interpretive History Exhibit

▪ Is an object-based exhibit highlighting objects from Boston 
Children’s Hospital archives 
▪ Tells the stories of BCH’s achievements in pediatric medicine 
▪Honors the Wolbach Building by telling the history of the Infant’s 

Hospital and the Harvard School of Public Health, which were 
formerly housed in that building 
▪ Engages adults and children and invites them to learn about science 

and medicine 
▪Offers additional information on a virtual platform for more in-

depth information on certain topics



The Exhibit will be 
located on the first floor 
of the new Hale Building 
on the main campus of 
Boston Children’s Hospital 
at 300 Longwood Avenue. 



to Wishingstone  
Garden and  
Chapel

The Exhibit area, shown on this 
floor plan in teal, will be in a 
prominent corridor leading from 
the main public elevators in the 
Hale Building to the Chapel and 
the Wishingstone outdoor  
garden. 

This corridor is open and 
accessible to the public. The 
location was previously 
reviewed and approved by the 
BLC. 

The length of the exhibit is 
65 linear feet. 
 



The exhibit will feature one object for each letter 
of the alphabet, each representing an important 
Boston Children’s story. 

The significance of the Wolbach Building will be 
represented by the stories of the programs that 
were formerly housed in the Wolbach Building—
namely the Infant’s Hospital and the Harvard 
School of Public Health. 

 



The flow of the exhibition will be from left to right, beginning with an alms box and 
ending with a live display of Casper zebrafish that were developed for research at 
Boston Children’s.





Below is an example of how the captions will be written. We  
are intentionally keeping the content accessible at a 5th grade 
reading level.



We will also be telling three “metastories” unique to Boston Children’s:  
the story of the first pediatric surgical heart repair; our nursing program; and 
our contributions to the history of vaccines.



A special “What Do You See 
Close Up? display will invite  
visitors to examine objects  
under magnification 
and watch loops of various 
types of cells and organisms. 

This type of close observation— 
key to scientific research—  
is a theme of the  
exhibit. 







Complete list of objects 



Guide by Cell 
We will be using a 
Cloud-based platform 
that can be accessed on 
a smart phone or tablet 
to augment the 
information presented 
in the captions. 

This technology will 
allow us to delve more 
deeply into the rich 
history of Boston 
Children’s Hospital.



Architectural Reuse
Wolbach Vestibule and Exterior Portico



Wolbach Vestibule
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Level 1

The Wolbach Vestibule will also be 
located on level 1, just down the 
corridor from the Interpretive 
History Exhibit.  

It will house several large artifacts 
preserved from the Wolbach 
Building. 

Explanatory text about the use of 
Wolbach building and the artifacts 
will be displayed. 
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Shattuck Street Entrance

Potential Time 

Capsule location

Stained glass window Bronze doors



Exterior—Shattuck Street Entrance

Refurbished bronze lanterns

Reconstructed portico

Pendant lamp

The exterior facade of the 
Hale Building on Shattuck Street 
will incorporate additional elements 
preserved from the Wolbach 
Building, including the portico,  
bronze lanterns and a pendant lamp.



end of presentation


