
RYAN PLAYGROUND
Improvements to

27 april 2021



ryan playground | boston parks and recreation department 2

ZOOM WEBINAR INSTRUCTIONS



11

22

33
  
  

44
  

55

PROJECT TEAM INTRODUCTION

PROJECT OVERVIEW

OVERVIEW OF PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT
Existing Conditions Summary
Previous Concepts
Public Input

PRESENTATION OF PREFERRED DESIGN
Preferred Site Plan
Play Element Options
Group Discussion

CLOSING REMARKS + NEXT STEPS

ryan playground | boston parks and recreation department 3

AGENDA



B CHATFIELD
Project Manager 
abigail.chatfield@boston.gov, 617-504-7709

CHRISTINE BRANDAO
Outreach Coordinator 
christine.brandao@boston.gov, 617-961-3006 

CHRISTINE WILSON + AARON KRAEMER
Landscape Architects
Copley Wolff Design Group

PATRICK FANDEL
Office of Neighborhood Services
Patrick.Fandel@boston.gov, 617-635-4819 

ryan playground | boston parks and recreation department 4

PROJECT TEAM



PROJECT OVERVIEW



MAY 2021
Construction Documents

EARLY SPRING 2022
Construction

LATE APRIL 2021
Community Meeting #3:
preferred design

MARCH 2, 2021
Community Meeting #2:
concept alternatives
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Community Meeting #1:
existing conditions

SUMMER 2022
Anticipated Park Opening

estimated cost of construction:
$1,300,000
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SITE LOCATION
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NEIGHBORHOOD OPEN SPACE



D
O

R
C

H
E

ST
E

R
 A

V
E

G
R

A
N

T
 S

T

HARBOR VIEW STREET

Little House
Alternative 

School

E COTTAGE STREET

HOWES STREET

Dorchester 
Market + 

Tom English’s
(demolished for 
new mixed-use 
development)

business plaza
(tailor, barber, 
art shop, etc.)

HallSpace
(gallery)

DNA Lofts
(condominiums)

Dorchester 
Baptist
Church

ryan playground | boston parks and recreation department 11

SITE CONTEXT
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SITE ANALYSIS
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SITE ANALYSIS
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SITE ANALYSIS
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SITE ANALYSIS
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SITE ANALYSIS
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CONCEPT ALTERNATIVES
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Question: 
Please rank in order of preference elements that are most important to least important. 

CONCEPT A: 

GREAT LAWN
CONCEPT C: 

PLAY LOOP
CONCEPT B: 

MEANDERING PATHS

*ranked answers
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COMMUNITY INPUT



ranked answers first choice selection
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Survey Question: 
Please rank the following in order of preference as to what 
you would like to see at Ryan Playground.

BCCS 5th Graders: 
Choose your top 3 activites you enjoy 
when you’re not using play equipment.

COMMUNITY INPUT
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Survey Question: 
Please select the three activity types 
that are MOST important to you.

BCCS 5th Graders:
Choose your top 3 kinds of 

play equipment that you enjoy:
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Survey Question: 
Please rank what color family you 
would like to see at Ryan Playground?

BCCS 5th Graders:
Are there any colors you think 

we should use?

*ranked answers
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Survey Question: 
Please rank what type of main 
entry you would like to see at Ryan 
Playground?
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COMMUNITY INPUT



•	 I love the idea of a basketball court.

•	 A basketball court should not even be considered.

•	 Walking loop is a GREAT idea for our neigbors. 

Kids would love a path for bikes/scooters. We 

have lots of elderly neigbors who already use 

the park space for light fitness activities.

•	 Grass is more important than concrete.

•	 I think a basketball court is more useful than a skate spot.

•	 I like the great lawn.

Below are a few comments recieved from Survey #2:
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PREFERRED CONCEPT DEVELOPMENT
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PREFERRED SITE PLAN
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PLAY ELEMENT OPTIONS: CATEGORIES
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PLAY ELEMENT OPTIONS: AGES 2-5 STRUCTURE
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PLAY ELEMENT OPTIONS: AGES 5-12 STRUCTURE
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PLAY ELEMENT OPTIONS: SPINNING, SWAYING, SWINGING (STAND ALONE)
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PLAY ELEMENT OPTIONS: WATER PLAY COURSE
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PLAY ELEMENT OPTIONS: PAVEMENT GRAPHICS

E1 E2

E3 E4
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Construction Documents
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Community Meeting #3:
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MARCH 2, 2021
Community Meeting #2:
concept alternatives

DECEMBER 2020
Community Meeting #1:
existing conditions

SUMMER 2022
Anticipated Park Opening

estimated cost of construction:
$1,300,000
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NEXT STEPS



THANK YOU FOR JOINING!

WE LOOK FORWARD TO REBUILDING A PLAYGROUND FOR YOU!

PLEASE VISIT THE WEBSITE:
https://www.boston.gov/departments/parks-and-recreation/

improvements-ryan-playground

Scan me with your 
phone’s camera!
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NEXT STEPS


