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Weston O

85 Devonshire Street, 3™ Floor, Boston, MA 02109
Tel: 617.412.4480

May 18. 2022

Mr. Nicholas Moreno

Conservation Agent

City of Boston Environment Department
1 City Hall Square, Rm. 709

Boston, MA 02201

Re: Request for Determination of Applicability
Ryan Playground Geotechnical Soil Investigation

Dear Mr. Moreno:

On behalf of the City of Boston Parks and Recreation Department, Weston & Sampson Engineers, Inc., respectfully
submits this Request for Determination of Applicability (RDA) to perform a geotechnical soil investigation
consisting of soil borings within the Ryan Playground property, located at 75 Alford Street, Charlestown. The
purpose of our geotechnical investigation will be to assess subsurface conditions in support of a geotechnical
analysis and development of geotechnical design recommendations for a proposed park redevelopment project
at the property. This RDA is being submitted because three of the proposed soil borings are within the 100-year flood
zone. Please see Figure 1 - Soil Boring Location Plan, attached.

The property is approximately 380,965 s.f. (8.75 acres) and is currently a recreational park and open space, owned
and operated by the Parks and Recreation Department. The park currently consists of a children’s playground,
roller hockey court, little league and adult baseball and softball fields. Also, within the park there is a facility support
building, asphalt and gravel parking lots and a boardwalk at the northeast property limits at Boston Harbor and
Mystic River.

The geotechnical investigation will explore subsurface conditions by advancing borings to depths up to 80 ft. or
refusal within the project site. The borings will be completed using an ATV-mounted drill rig using hollow-stem
augers or drive-and-wash drilling methods with split-spoon sampling. Drill cuttings will be placed on 6-mil (minimum)
polyethylene sheeting segregating clean topsoil (sod) material from fill and soil materials below. Boreholes will be
backfilled with drill cuttings and any excess cuttings will be placed in drums and disposed off-site at a suitable licensed
soil disposal facility. Each drilling location will be restored at the surface using the segregated topsoil and sod material.

Included with this submittal is the RDA Form (WPA Form 1), abutters list (for all abutters within 300-feet of the property
limits), abutter natification letters and affidavit of service. Soil boring activities will not commence until approval of this
RDA application has been granted by the Conservation Commission.

Please contact our office with any questions to this RDA filing for the soil borings at the Ryan Playground property.
Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely,

WESTON & SAMPSON ENGINEERS, INC.

B )l

Brandon Kunkel, RLA
Practice Leader

westonandsampson.com
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection

Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands Boston
City/Town

WPA Form 1- Request for Determination of Applicability
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40

A. General Information

1. Applicant:
Boston Parks and Recreation Department - Abigail Chatfield abigail.chatfield@boston.gov

Name E-Mail Address
1010 Massachusetts Avenue

Mailing Address

Boston MA 02118
City/Town State Zip Code
(617) 635-7275

Phone Number Fax Number (if applicable)

2. Representative (if any):

Weston & Sampson Engineers, Inc.

Firm
Brandon Kunkel kunkelb@wseinc.com
Contact Name E-Mail Address

85 Devonshire Street, 3 Floor

Mailing Address

Boston MA 02109
City/Town State Zip Code
617-412-4480 x7705

Phone Number Fax Number (if applicable)

B. Determinations

1. lrequest the Boston make the following determination(s). Check any that apply:
Conservation Commission

X a. whether the area depicted on plan(s) and/or map(s) referenced below is an area subject to
jurisdiction of the Wetlands Protection Act.

[] b. whether the boundaries of resource area(s) depicted on plan(s) and/or map(s) referenced
below are accurately delineated.

X c. whether the work depicted on plan(s) referenced below is subject to the Wetlands Protection Act.

X d. whether the area and/or work depicted on plan(s) referenced below is subject to the jurisdiction
of any municipal wetlands ordinance or bylaw of:

Boston

Name of Municipality

[] e. whether the following scope of alternatives is adequate for work in the Riverfront Area as
depicted on referenced plan(s).
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection

Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands Boston
City/Town

WPA Form 1- Request for Determination of Applicability
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40

C. Project Description

1. a. Project Location (use maps and plans to identify the location of the area subject to this request):

75 Alford Street Boston

Street Address City/Town
0201830000

Assessors Map/Plat Number Parcel/Lot Number

b. Area Description (use additional paper, if necessary):

Ryan Playground. The park currently consists of a children’s playground, roller hockey court, little
league and adult baseball and softball fields. The playground borders the Mystic River.

c. Plan and/or Map Reference(s):

Ryan Playground Boring Plan May 18, 2022
Title Date
Title Date
Title Date

2. a. Work Description (use additional paper and/or provide plan(s) of work, if necessary):

The geotechnical investigation will explore subsurface conditions by advancing borings to depths up
to 80 ft. or refusal within the project site and will be completed in five workdays. The borings will be
completed using an ATV-mounted drill rig using hollow-stem augers or drive-and-wash drilling methods
with split-spoon sampling conducted at two-foot intervals in fill and organic soils and five-foot intervals in
native inorganic soils. The boreholes will be backfilled with the soil cuttings that have been placed on
plastic tarps, separating the clean topsoil from possible impacted soils below. The impacted soils will be
replaced back in each drilled location below placed topsoil. Each drilling site will be restored to as near to
pre-drilling condition as practicable.

Page 2 of 4
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands Boston

WPA Form 1- Request for Determination of Applicability
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40

City/Town

C. Project Description (cont.)

b.

Identify provisions of the Wetlands Protection Act or regulations which may exempt the applicant

from having to file a Notice of Intent for all or part of the described work (use additional paper, if
necessary).

The only resource area impacted by this work is the 100-year flood zone. However, by the nature of
the work, there will be no negative impacts to the flood zone. No fill will be added to the flood zone.
the site will be returned to previous conditions at the end of the project. Project duration is not
expected to exceed 5 days.

[
]
[
[
[
[
]
[
[
[
[

b.

If this application is a Request for Determination of Scope of Alternatives for work in the

a.
Riverfront Area, indicate the one classification below that best describes the project.

Single family house on a lot recorded on or before 8/1/96
Single family house on a lot recorded after 8/1/96
Expansion of an existing structure on a lot recorded after 8/1/96

Project, other than a single family house or public project, where the applicant owned the lot
before 8/7/96

New agriculture or aquaculture project
Public project where funds were appropriated prior to 8/7/96

Project on a lot shown on an approved, definitive subdivision plan where there is a recorded deed
restriction limiting total alteration of the Riverfront Area for the entire subdivision

Residential subdivision; institutional, industrial, or commercial project

Municipal project

District, county, state, or federal government project

Project required to evaluate off-site alternatives in more than one municipality in an
Environmental Impact Report under MEPA or in an alternatives analysis pursuant to an
application for a 404 permit from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers or 401 Water Quality

Certification from the Department of Environmental Protection.

Provide evidence (e.g., record of date subdivision lot was recorded) supporting the classification

above (use additional paper and/or attach appropriate documents, if necessary.)

Page 3 of 4



Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection e
osion

Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands ,
City/Town

WPA Form 1- Request for Determination of Applicability
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40

D. Signatures and Submittal Requirements

| hereby certify under the penalties of perjury that the foregoing Request for Determination of Applicability
and accompanying plans, documents, and supporting data are true and complete to the best of my

knowledge.

| further certify that the property owner, if different from the applicant, and the appropriate DEP Regional
Office were sent a complete copy of this Request (including all appropriate documentation)
simultaneously with the submittal of this Request to the Conservation Commission. ;

Failure by the applicant to send copies in a timely manner may result in dismissal of the Request for
Determination of Applicability.

Name and address of the property owner:

Boston Parks and Recreation Department
Name

1010 Massachusetts Avenue
Mailing Address

Boston

City/Town

MA 02118

State Zip Code
Signatures:

| also understand that qtiﬁcation of this Request will be placed in a local newspaper at my expense
in accordance with z%t)on 10.05(3)(b)(1) of the Wetlands Protection Act regulations.

ra . /

‘ [ S

7R 05/18/2022
Sigriatiyre of Applicant Date

m M 05/18/2022

Signature of Representative (if any) . Date



Project Description

Background

The City of Boston Parks and Recreation Department is exploring options for redevelopment at the Ryan Playground
property, located at 75 Alford Street, Charlestown. To better inform the design team, a geotechnical investigation
is required. The purpose of the geotechnical investigation will be to assess subsurface conditions in support of a
geotechnical analysis and development of geotechnical design recommendations for the final proposed park
redevelopment project at the property.

Existing Conditions

The Ryan Playground property is approximately 380,965 s.f. (8.75 acres) and is currently a recreational park and
open space, owned and operated by the Parks and Recreation Department. The park currently consists of a
children’s playground, roller hockey court, little league and adult baseball and softball fields. Also, within the park
there is a facility support building, asphalt and gravel parking lots and a boardwalk at the northeast property limits
at Boston Harbor and Mystic River.

Scope of Work

The City of Boston Parks and Recreation Department is proposing to perform a geotechnical soil investigation
consisting of soil borings within the Ryan Playground property. The geotechnical investigation will explore
subsurface conditions by advancing borings to depths up to 80 ft. or refusal within the project site. The borings will
be completed using an ATV-mounted drill rig using hollow-stem augers or drive-and-wash drilling methods with
split-spoon sampling.

Drill cuttings will be placed on 6-mil (minimum) polyethylene sheeting segregating clean topsoil (sod) material from fill and
soil materials below. Boreholes will be backfilled with drill cuttings and any excess cuttings will be placed in drums and
disposed off-site at a suitable licensed soil disposal facility. Each drilling location will be restored at the surface using the
segregated topsoil and sod material in compliance with the Activity and Use Limitation (AUL), dated February 2007. The
AUL has been reviewed by a Weston & Sampson Licensed Site Profession (LSP) and they will also be onsite for the
duration of the soil boring work to ensure the soil is handled accordingly.

Environmental Discussion

This Request for Determination of Applicability (RDA) is being submitted because a total of five proposed soil borings are
within resource areas protected under the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act and/or the City of Boston wetlands
ordinance. These borings will be within land subject to coastal storm flowage (5 borings), waterfront area (4 borings), and
100-foot buffer (5 borings). There will be no borings within the 25 riverfront area. Please see Figure 1 - Soil Boring Location
Plan attached, for location of soil borings and environmental resources.

Climate Resilience

Because of the limited impacts and nature of this work, climate resiliency has not a factor. The impacts of the soil
exploration to inform the forthcoming design will be temporary in nature and therefor there will be no changes to the area
associated with this soil borings.

Climate resiliency is a point of emphasis in the forthcoming phases of this project and will be included in the design and
redevelopment of the entire Ryan Playground parcel. The soil investigation described herein will be a cornerstone in
informing the climate resilient design strategies. It is anticipated that a Notice of Intent (NOI) will be submitted in the future
to the Boston Conservation commission for the redevelopment project.
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a® City of Boston

VAV V) Environment CITY of BOSTON

Conservation Commission

AFFIDAVIT OF SERVICE
FOR ABUTTER NOTIFICATION

Under the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act
and Boston Wetlands Ordinance

[, AexandraGaspar , hereby certify under pains and penalties of perjury that that at least
one week prior to the public hearing, I gave notice to abutters in compliance with the second
paragraph of Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 131, section 40, and the DEP Guide to Abutter

Notification dated April 8, 1994, in connection with the following matter:

A Requestfor a betermination of Applicability was filed under the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act
and/or the Boston Wetlands Ordinance by Boston Parks and Recreation Department for

conducting soil borings

The Abutter Notification For, the list of abutters to whom it was given, and their addresses are
attached to this Affidavit of Service.

5/18/2022

CITY of BOSTON

1CITY HALL SQUARE BOSTON, MA 02201-2021 | ROOM 709 | 617-635-3850 | ENVIRONMENT@BOSTON.GOV



BABEL NOTICE

English:

IMPORTANT! This document or application contains important information about your rights,
responsibilities and /or benefits. It is crucial that you understand the information in this document
and/or application, and we will provide the information in your preferred language at no cost to
you. If you need them, please contact us at cc@boston.gov or 617-635-3850.

Spanish:

{IMPORTANTE! Este documento o solicitud contiene informacion importante sobre sus derechos,
responsabilidades y /o beneficios. Es fundamental que usted entienda la informacién contenida en
este documento y /o solicitud, y le proporcionaremos la informacién en su idioma preferido sin
costo alguno para usted. Silos necesita, pongase en contacto con nosotros en el correo electronico
cc@boston.gov o llamando al 617-635-3850.

Haitian Creole:

AVI ENPOTAN! Dokiman oubyen aplikasyon sa genyen enfomasyon ki enpotan konsénan dwa,
responsablite, ak /oswa benefis ou yo. Li enpotan ke ou konprann enfomasyon ki nan dokiman

ak /oubyen aplikasyon sa, e n ap bay enfomasyon an nan lang ou prefere a, san ou pa peye anyen. Si
w bezwen yo, tanpri kontakte nou nan cc@boston.gov oswa 617-635-3850.

Traditional Chinese:

FEER | ENXHARHBERELSHENEHER, EE N/ REFWEEER. FEBLTLER
EMXHHRFERBHNEIER SHEMRR+I,EE., RMERERTCRUPERSE. NREEFE
R MIMEDFE cc@boston.gov BEEH 617-635-3850..

Vietnamese:

QUAN TRONG! Tai liéu hoac don yéu cau nay chira théng tin quan trong vé cac quyén, trach nhiém
va/hodc lgi ich ctia ban. Viéc ban hiéu r6 thong tin trong tai liéu va /hoac don yéu cau nay rat quan
trong, va chiing toi sé cung cdp thong tin bing ngdn ngir ban mudn ma khéng tinh phi. Néu quy vi
can nhiing dich vu nay, vui long lién lac véi ching toi theo dia chi cc@boston.gov hoac sé dién thoai
617-635-3850.

Simplified Chinese:

EREE ! SNXHREZRBFERELEXTEHNF, RE N/ HEANEEER, BESLTLER
XX HBBREREHLIER, ZNBEMNER+IEE, BNSEREEGREMERS. WREEAFE
BB AR HATHERFE cc@boston.gov BiEH# 617-635-3850.

CITY o BOSTON
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Cape Verdean Creole:

INPURTANTI! Es dukumentu 6 aplikason ten informason inpurtanti sobri bu direitus,

rasponsabilidadis i/6 benefisius. E krusial ki bu intendi informason na es dukumentu i/6 aplikason
6 nu ta da informason na lingua di bu preferénsia sen ninhun kustu pa b6. Si bu prisiza del,
kontata-nu na cc@boston.gov 6 617-635-3850.
Arabic:
Sl atiaal) 138 850 ) 5 Cle glaall agdi o Apaal) (e ) 8 f S s 5 Sl gin J sn Aage laslra o Gl il 138 (5 siny Jaga
e U Juai¥l ooy el dala b S 1) elle 28IS5 g ) 50 Alaial) il il slaall a6 Co s Gaadal
617-635-3850. 5 cc@boston.gov
Russian:
BAJKHO! B 5TOM JOKYMEHTE WX 3asiBJIEHUU COIEPKUTCS BaykHas mHGOpMAaIus o BalluX IpaBax,
00513aHHOCTSIX U/ 1JI JIbrOTax. [y Hac 04eHb BaXKHO, YTOOBI BbI IOHMMAJIN MPUBELEHHYIO B 3TOM
IOKyMeHTe U /WJIu 3asiBJIeHUU UHPOPMALIMIO, ¥ MbI TOTOBbI 6ECIIATHO MTPEJOCTaBUTh BaM
nH(pOpMaIMIO Ha NPeoYnTaeMOM BaMu si3bike. Eci BaM oHM HY>KHBI, TIPOCh6a CBSI3aThCs C HAMU
IO aJipecy 3JIEKTPOHHOM NOUYTHl cc@boston.gov, m60 no tenedony 617-635-3850.
Portuguese:

IMPORTANTE! Este documento ou aplicativo contém Informacdes importantes sobre os seus

direitos, responsabilidades e /ou beneficios. E importante que vocé compreenda as informacdes
contidas neste documento e/ou aplicativo, e nos iremos fornecer as informacoes em seu idioma de
preferéncia sem nenhum custo para vocé. Se precisar deles, fale conosco: cc@boston.gov ou
617-635-3850.

French:

IMPORTANT ! Ce document ou cette demande contient des informations importantes concernant

vos droits, responsabilités et /ou avantages. Il est essentiel que vous compreniez les informations
contenues dans ce document et/ou cette demande, que nous pouvons vous communiquer

gratuitement dans la langue de votre choix. Si vous en avez besoin, veuillez nous contacter a

cc@boston.gov ou au 617-635-3850.
/)
6y ™ oc

CITY o BOSTON
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a® City of Boston City of Boston
VA Environment Mayor Martin J. Walsh
]

NOTIFICATION TO ABUTTERS
BOSTON CONSERVATION COMMISSION

In accordance with the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act, Massachusetts General Laws
Chapter 131, Section 40, and the Boston Wetlands Ordinance, you are hereby notified as an abutter
to a project filed with the Boston Conservation Commission.

Request for
A, Boston Park and Rec. filed a Determination  with the Boston Conservation Commission

seeking permission to alter an Area Subject to Protection under the Wetlands Protection Act
(General Laws Chapter 131, section 40) and Boston Wetlands Ordinance.

B. The address of the lot where the activity is proposed is 75 Alford Street
C. The project involves conducting soil borings

D. Copies of the Notice of Intent may be obtained by contacting the Boston Conservation

Commission at CC@boston.gov.

E. Copies of the Notice of Intent may be obtained fromr Weston & Samoson - Brandon Kunkel
617-412-4480 x7705 between the hours of 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM

F. In accordance with the Commonwealth of Massachusetts Executive Order Suspending Certain
Provisions of the Open Meeting Law, the public hearing will take place virtually at
https://zoom.us /j /6864582044. If you are unable to access the internet, you can call 1-929-205-
6099, enter Meeting ID 686 458 2044 # and use # as your participant ID.

G. Information regarding the date and time of the public hearing may be obtained from the Boston
Conservation Commission by emailing CC@boston.gov or calling (617) 635-3850 between the hours
of 9 AM to 5 PM, Monday through Friday.

NOTE: Notice of the public hearing, including its date, time, and place, will be published at least five
(5) days in advance in the Boston Herald.

NOTE: Notice of the public hearing, including its date, tine, and place, will be posted on
www.boston.gov /public-notices and in Boston City Hall not less than forty-eight (48) hours in
advance.

NOTE: If you would like to provide comments, you may attend the public hearing or send written
comments to CC@boston.gov or Boston City Hall, Environment Department, Room 709, 1 City Hall
Square, Boston, MA 02201

NOTE: You also may contact the Boston Conservation Commission or the Department of
Environmental Protection Northeast Regional Office for more information about this application or
the Wetlands Protection Act. To contact DEP, call: the Northeast Region: (978) 694-3200.

CITY of BOSTON

1CITY HALL SQUARE BOSTON, MA 02201-2021 | ROOM 709 | 617-635-3850 | ENVIRONMENT@BOSTON.GOV
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a® City of Boston

City of Boston
VA Environment Mayor Martin J. Walsh
]
FTWEBRFERE
SEREAETE P EFBE

RIE (DEFEFEEMERFEE) | (DFEEEMNTEER) BINEFEFLTR (RETTRHMESL) 9HAE, HNFLERE
. BIRTE DRETTRBARFEAS ) RENAERBILIEES, KHUTEH,

A BETEHLAESEES ELRFETWMRFZASIERT IAWHAEZHAMEER] (Request for Determination
Applicability) , RiB#E GEHEFE) ( (T@EE) £131EF40T) 1 (RLTWEHES) BHERRZEP REMY
EO

B. IR BUZEF st IR bk . 75 ALFORD STREET
C. kT B R —H L MHARBE,

D. AILERE NEETWEIPERS BR CC@boston.gov, RE MHBFHETEEHAEWER] (Request for
Determination Applicability) B4,

E. A 5.1 AL & Weston and SampsonBkk, FRER [HHiEAEZAEER] (Request for Determination
Applicability) BI&, #TEM—ZE2MH, LF9HETH5 NHRERBEL Brandon B : 617-412-
4480 , EBHP : kunkelb@wseinc.com Kunkel

FOARIE (BFEEEMNITHRGS) FEWNIT (AFKWE) | ERFEME https://zoom.us/j/6864582044 # 1T,
N REix EHEM (Internet), MIATEEE1-929-205- 6099, (AR S (ID) 686 458 2044#, AREFEAHERE
S5 2WHIRS(1D),

G. A TEHM—ZEMA LFINETHFSN KR BLTWMBMEIPER S, ®Bafhil | CC@boston.gov, EBiF :
(617 )635-4416, ZHAFUTIERZA/THIH EAFNATE,

EE  AFNIERMEN (BFEEXTAY. NEfths) FRAEELEXRE (REWMEEH) (Boston Herald)
Eat,

5> ot

FE AFRIESKMERN (BIEEX/THE. mEMthR) FHRIAEZED48/MTEM T
www.boston.gov/public-notices B R T EIT N&E %

FE NMBRBREELSER, EUUSNAFRIESSHPEEANELSKEI BB CC@boston.govE if & =
LUtk . Boston City Hall, Environment Department, Room 709, 1 City Hall Square, Boston, MA 02201 ,

AR BHEAURRRTWEMARN ZERASFRERPBRILMRSAE, ZWARLTRESR (BHRP
&) MESER., MERRIPHERFE, BEE : FiuX: (978) 694-3200,

FE MR EERSMZARARUERHZEOFRS, MEEWLESITI—RBPF12481, LIBHRfHbit &5 T
EANF : CC@boston.gov,

CITY of BOSTON
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PID_LONG FULL_ADDRESS CITYy ZIPCODE | OWNER ADDRESSEE MAIL_ADDRESS MAIL_CS STATE | MAIL_ZIPCODE

201830001 MAIN ST CHARLESTOWN | 02129 CITY OF BOSTON MAIN CHARLESTOWN MA 02129

201830000 | ALFORD ST CHARLESTOWN | 02129 CITY OF BOSTON ALFORD CHARLESTOWN MA 02129
SCHRAFFT CENTER LLC MASS 45 BRAINTREE HILL OFFICE

201829000 | 529 543 MAIN ST CHARLESTOWN | 02129 LLC C/O THE FLATLEY COMPANY PK BRAINTREE MA 02184
SCHRAFFT CENTER LLC MASS 45 BRAINTREE HILL OFFICE

201829002 | ALFORD ST CHARLESTOWN | 02129 LLC C/O THE FLATLEY COMPANY PK BRAINTREE MA 02184

202637000 | 540 542 MAIN ST CHARLESTOWN | 02129 TEAMSTERS 25 RLTY INC 544 MAIN CHARLESTOWN MA 02129
TEAMSTERS LOCAL 25 RLTY

202636000 | 544 548A MAIN ST CHARLESTOWN | 02129 INC 544 MAIN CHARLESTOWN MA 02129
MASSACHUSETTS PORT

201800010 | MAIN ST CHARLESTOWN | 02129 AUTHORITY MAIN ST CHARLESTOWN MA 02129

201871000 | 32 ALFORD ST CHARLESTOWN | 02129 MASS BAY TRANSP AUTH 32 ALFORD CHARLESTOWN MA 02129

201829001 MAIN ST CHARLESTOWN | 02129 CITY OF BOSTON MAIN CHARLESTOWN MA 02129
PHOEBE M HOYT 2001 62 ALFORD ST PO BOX

201838000 | 62 68 ALFORD ST CHARLESTOWN | 02129 REVOCABLE TRUST C/O WHITTEMORE-WRIGHT CO INC | 290227 CHARLESTOWN MA 02129

201836000 | 80 70 ALFORD ST CHARLESTOWN | 02129 MASS BAY TRANSP AUTH 80 ALFORD CHARLESTOWN MA 02129

201830002 | ALFORD ST CHARLESTOWN | 02129 COMMONWEALTH OF MASS ALFORD CHARLESTOWN MA 02129
TEAMSTERS LOCAL 25 RLTY

202635000 | 550 MAIN ST CHARLESTOWN | 02129 INC 544 MAIN CHARLESTOWN MA 02129




Weston @ Sampson

55 Walkers Brook Drive, Suite 100, Reading, MA 01867
Tel: 978.532.1900

LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL

0 DATE JOB NO.,
05/20/2022 ENG20-1061
ATTENTION
, . RE
Boston Conservation Commission

1 City Hall Square, Room 709
Boston, MA 02201-2031

Additional Information
RDA Filing
Ryan Playground Soil Borings - Boston

WE ARE SENDING YOU:
[ Shop Drawing [ Attached

1 Plans [J Samples
1 Change Order I Prints 1 Copy of Letter [J Specifications
I Other O Under Separate Cover Via:
COPIES DATE NO. DESCRIPTION
2 Revised Project Description
2 Revised Boring Plan
2

Letter of Certification for Abutter Letter

THESE ARE TRANSMITTED AS CHECKED BELOW:

1 For Approval

M For Your Use

] For Review and Comment
O FOR BIDS DUE

] Other

I Approved as Submitted
I Approved as Noted
[ As Requested

REMARKS:

O Prints Returned After Loan to Us

1 Resubmit Copies for Approval
1 Submit Copies for Distribution
[J Return Corrected Prints

[J Returned for Corrections

COPY TO:

SIGNED: Brandon Kunkel

If enclosures are not as noted, kindly notify us at once.




Project Description

Background

The City of Boston Parks and Recreation Department is exploring options for redevelopment at the
Ryan Playground property, located at 75 Alford Street, Charlestown. To better inform the design
team, a geotechnical investigation is required. The purpose of the geotechnical investigation will be
to assess subsurface conditions in support of a geotechnical analysis and development of
geotechnical design recommendations for the final proposed park redevelopment project at the

property.

Existing Conditions

The Ryan Playground property is approximately 380,965 s.f. (8.75 acres) and is currently a
recreational park and open space, owned and operated by the Parks and Recreation Department.
The park currently consists of a children’s playground, roller hockey court, little league and adult
baseball and softball fields. Also, within the park there is a facility support building, asphalt and
gravel parking lots and a boardwalk at the northeast property limits at Boston Harbor and Mystic
River.

Scope of Work

The City of Boston Parks and Recreation Department is proposing to perform a geotechnical soil
investigation consisting of soil borings within the Ryan Playground property. The geotechnical
investigation will explore subsurface conditions by advancing borings to depths up to 80 ft. or refusal
within the project site. The borings will be completed using an ATV-mounted drill rig using hollow-
stem augers or drive-and-wash drilling methods with split-spoon sampling.

Drill cuttings will be placed on 6-mil (minimum) polyethylene sheeting segregating clean topsoil (sod)
material from fill and soil materials below. Boreholes will be backfilled with drill cuttings and any excess
cuttings will be placed in drums and disposed off-site at a suitable licensed soil disposal facility. Each
drilling location will be restored at the surface using the segregated topsoil and sod material in compliance
with the Activity and Use Limitation (AUL), dated February 2007. The AUL has been reviewed by a Weston
& Sampson Licensed Site Profession (LSP) and they will also be onsite for the duration of the soil boring
work to ensure the soil is handled accordingly.

Environmental Discussion

This Request for Determination of Applicability (RDA) is being submitted because a total of five proposed
soil borings are within resource areas protected under the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act and/or
the City of Boston wetlands ordinance. These borings will be within land subject to coastal storm flowage
(5 borings), waterfront area (4 borings), and 100-foot buffer (5 borings). There will be no borings within the
25’ riverfront area. Please see Figure 1 - Soil Boring Location Plan attached, for location of soil borings
and environmental resources.

Climate Resilience

Because of the limited impacts and nature of this work, climate resiliency is not a factor. The impacts of
the soil exploration to inform the forthcoming design will be temporary in nature and therefore there will be
no changes to the area associated with this soil borings.



Climate resiliency is a point of emphasis in the forthcoming phases of this project and will be included in
the design and redevelopment of the entire Ryan Playground parcel. The soil investigation described
herein will be a cornerstone in informing the climate resilient design strategies. It is anticipated that a
Notice of Intent (NOI) will be submitted in the future to the Boston Conservation commission for the
redevelopment project.

Land Subject to Coastal Storm Flowage

Performance Standards

1.

When the Commission determines that LSCSF overlays or overlaps with other resource
areas protected under the Ordinance, the applicable performance standards for each
resource area shall be independently as well as collectively applied, and the project shall
be conditioned to protect the Resource Area Values of all resource areas affected by the
project and the ability of such other resource areas to protect the Resource Area Values
described in Section XVII(A).

WA&S response: In addition to LSCSF, work will occur within waterfront area and the 100’
buffer. These areas do not have performance standards. The resource area value will be
maintained as this work is considered both temporary and minor.

If LSCSF affected by proposed activity or work is significant to the Resource Area Values
described in Section XVII(A), such activity shall not have an adverse impact on the subject
site, adjacent properties, properties located in the adjacent Coastal Flood Resilience
Zone, or any public or private way by increasing the elevation or velocity of flood or storm
waters or by increasing flows due to a change in drainage or flowage characteristics.

WA&S response: This work will have no impact on the elevation or velocity of flood or storm
waters and will not increase flows. Thus, no adverse impacts to subject site, adjacent
properties, properties located in the adjacent Coastal Flood Resilience Zone, or any
public or private way are anticipated.

If LSCSF is significant to flood control or storm damage prevention, the proposed activity
or work shall not result in flood damage due to filling, which causes lateral displacement
of flood waters that, in the judgment of the Commission, would otherwise be confined
within said area. The Commission, in its sole discretion, may permit such activity so long
as the activity will not have an adverse impact on said 45 area’s ability to provide storm
damage prevention and flood control; provided, further, that the activity or work
incorporate best management practices to reduce or eliminate damage resulting from
SLR and coastal storms.

WA&S response: This project does not propose any filing and will not result in flood
damage.

If LSCSF receives and holds coastal flood waters, the proposed activity or work shall not
impact the ability of the area to receive, hold, and laterally spread flood waters if it causes



unnatural redirection, refraction, diffraction, or reflection of coastal flood waters and
waves.

WA&S response: This work is both temporary and minor in nature and will not impact the
ability of the area to receive, hold, and laterally spread flood waters.

If LSCSF receives coastal flood waters that naturally flow across the landform surface
without redirecting or channeling the flow, the proposed activity or work shall not cause
flood water to become redirected or channeled or increase in velocity, so as to cause
erosion, scour, and increased storm damage to the project’s locus and adjacent areas.

WA&S response: This work is both temporary and minor in nature and will not cause
floodwater to become redirected or channeled or increase in velocity.

If LSCSF is significant to wildlife and their habitat, proposed activity or work shall not
impair the capacity of those portions of LSCSF to provide important wildlife habitat
functions.

WA&S response: The current land use is recreational fields, which are providing minimal if
any wildlife habitat functions. This work is both temporary and minor and will not have any
impact to wildlife habitat.

If LSCSF is significant to the prevention of pollution, proposed activity or work shall not
have an adverse impact on the characteristic of the LSCSF to remove suspended solids
and other contaminants from runoff before entering into other wetland resource areas or
a body of water.

WA&S response: This work is both temporary and minor in nature and will not impact the
ability of LSCSF to remove suspended solids and other contaminants from runoff.

Proposed work or activity in LSCSF which results in alteration to vegetative cover,
interruptions in the beneficial supply of sediment to other wetland resource areas, or
changes to the form or volume of a dune or beach, and such result will have an adverse
impact on said dune or beach’s ability to provide storm damage prevention and flood
control, is prohibited.

WA&S response: This work will not result in any alteration to vegetative cover.

Notwithstanding Sections XVII(E)(1) through (8), the Commission may, in its sole
discretion, permit the following activities provided that the applicant demonstrates to the
satisfaction of the Commission that best available measures, as defined by the
Ordinance, are utilized to minimize or eliminate adverse impacts on the critical
characteristics of and Resource Area Values protected by LSCSF described in Section
XVII(A) herein, and provided further that all other performance standards for overlapping
or overlaying wetland resource areas are met:
a. Limited projects as specified in the Act at 310 Code Mass. Regs.10.24(7);46



Beach and bank nourishment and restoration projects, including fencing, native
plantings, and other projects designed to increase resource area stabilization and
decrease erosion;

Pedestrian walkways for public shoreline access and nonmotorized use;
Improvements necessary to maintain or improve the structural integrity or stability
of an existing coastal engineering structure, as that term is defined by the
Ordinance;

Projects which will protect, restore, rehabilitate, or create a wetland resource area;
Projects that are approved, in writing, or conducted by the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries that are specifically intended to
increase the productivity of land containing shellfish, including aquaculture, or to
maintain or enhance marine fisheries;

Projects that are approved, in writing, or conducted by the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts Division of Fisheries and Wildlife that are specifically intended to
enhance or increase wildlife habitat;

Projects that are designed and intended to reduce the risk of coastal flooding,
inland flooding, extreme weather events, SLR, and other adverse impacts of
climate change, including, but not limited to, strategies and plans described in
Climate Ready Boston or any successor initiative of the City,

Flood mitigation projects designed and intended to have no significant adverse
effect on the ability of LSCSF to protect from storm damage and flood control,
and

Projects involving the installation of scientific testing and monitoring equipment
provided that it is temporary in nature and will not alter LSCSF.

WA&S response: This work does not fall under any of these activities.

10. In the interest of storm damage prevention, flood control, and prevention of pollution,
should the Commission permit activity or work in LSCSF that is part of new construction
or constitutes substantial improvement to an existing structure, the Commission may
condition the permitted activity or work so that any critical building systems, infrastructure,
or equipment is located two (2) feet above the anticipated BFE expected to occur within
the next 50 years based on the best available data and projections of SLR. 47

a.

b.

In the event that the proposed work or activity is temporary, then any critical
building systems, infrastructure, or equipment shall be located two (2) feet above
the anticipated BFE at the conclusion of the project’s determined duration of the
temporary work.

At a minimum, the anticipated BFE shall be based on the best available and most
recent data and projections for SLR made available by the City or any of its
agencies, boards, commissions, or quasi-City agencies, including, but not limited
to, data and information made available through the Climate Ready Boston
initiative or any successor initiative.

In the event that elevating or relocating critical building systems, infrastructure, or
equipment is not practicable, as determined by the Commission, the Commission
may require the Applicant to employ other floodproofing strategies such as



11.

12.

13.

floodwalls or shields, and the Applicant shall, at a minimum, secure such
equipment with anchors or tie-downs to prevent flotation.

WA&S response: This work is both temporary and minor. Any equipment used will be
located two feet above the anticipated BFE at the conclusion of the project.

When any proposed work or activity in LSCSF is located within an ACEC, the proposed
work or activity shall have no adverse impact upon the Resource Area Values described
in Section XVII(A) and shall fully mitigate any impacts resulting from the proposed work
or activity.

W&S response: This work is not within an ACEC

Section XVII(E)(11) shall supersede the provisions of Section XVII(E)(9)(i) through (viii),
but it shall not apply if the presumption set forth in Section XVII(D) is overcome.

WA&S response: Noted.

Notwithstanding the provisions of Section XVII(E)(2) through (X), no project may be
permitted which will have any adverse impact on specified habitat sites of rare vertebrate
or invertebrate species indicated on the most recent Estimated Habitat Map of State-
listed Rare Wetlands Wildlife (if any) published by the Massachusetts NHESP.

W&S response: There is no NHESP habitat within the project area.
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CERTIFICATE OF TRANSLATION

I, Anna Tse, hereby certify that I am competent in both English and Chinese, and

that I reviewed the Notification to Abutters Boston Conservation Commission
document for the simplified Chinese Translation. The translation is accurate and true to
the best of my abilities.

Date: May 20, 2022

hha [. [S€e

(Signature of Proofreader/Reviewer)
Anna Tse

617-818-1754
anna.translate@gmail.com
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