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Bl In her 1969 autobiography, Coretta Scott King
remembered the Western LLunch Box as a restaurant
“where black students attending the various
institutions of learning often gathered. It specialized
in Southern cooking—we would call it soul food
now.” Operated by Mrs. Mary C. Jackson, 1t was on
the ground floor of 415417 Mass. Ave.

E1 Another legendary jazz club was the Savoy Cafe,
“Boston’s Original Home of Jazz,” whose building
now houses a barber shop at 410 Massachusetts Ave.

DIVIDED 2ND FL. GLAZING,
LOWER 2ND FL. WINDOW
HEAD, 1ST FLOOR
DECORATIVE WOOD INFILL,

NAT HENTOFF
MUSIC CRITIC
VILLAGE VOICE

Nat Hentoff and clarinetist Edmond Hall in 1948 at the Savoy Club, Boston,
as seen in The Pleasures of Being Out of Step (Bob Parent)

Hentoff grew up in Boston, and fell in love with jazz as a child. In the movie,
he remembers walking on Washington Street and being struck by listening
to a piece of music coming out from a record store system. “l was so
excited, | yelled with pleasure, which you didn't do in Boston in those days.
| rushed into the store and, and asked, what was that? That was Artie
Shaw's 'Nightmare," Hentoff said.

HD. HT.,
The Savoy DEMOLISHED, DATE
( From: Admin SEHS admin@southendhistoricalsociety.org & UNKNO WN
Subject: Re: 410 Massachusetts Ave., Boston, MA <
Date: March 24, 2023 at 2:30 PM
To: Eric Gould ericg@helicondesign.com
Cc: Timothy Chilson tchilson@helicondesign.com, Aoife Troxel atroxel@helicondesign.com, Mars Maloney
mmaloney @helicondesign.com, Tyler Walker twalker@helicondesign.com
Hi Eric,
Thank you for reaching out to the South End Historical Society! | have attached the one photo of this address that we have in our 1972
South End Streets Survey. | was unable to locate any other photos that show this address or documentation regarding the building or MA RQUEE
the Savoy Club in any of our other collections. If you have not already done so, | suggest you reach out to other institutions in the city,

| ! .

Site of the Savoy, 410 Massachusetts
Avenue. All the top acts came here to
play.

"My second home, until I left Boston in 1953
to become New York editor of Down Beat, was
the Savoy Café on Massachusetts Avenue, a
short walk from Symphony Hall and on the
edge of the black section of town. Advertised
as 'Boston’s Original Home of Jazz,” it was a
long, narrow room with the bandstand
crammed against the center of the wall on the
right. Like the other jazz clubs, it was one of
the few places in Boston where whites and
blacks associated without being overly
conscious of it.”

-Nat Hentoff

" The Shape of Jazz that Was.” Boston
Magazine

“Those of us who came out onto
Massachusetts Avenue from the Savoy Café to
find our various ways home occasionally
walked in jazz time.”

-Nat Hentoff

Boston Boy

like the city archives or Boston Athenaeum.

If you would like to reproduce this image there is a $30 fee. For that fee you receive a digital copy of the image via email as we do not

sell physical prints. The image comes at 600 dpi and does not have a watermark (unlike the sample). This fee allows you a one-time UNKNO WN
reproduction for personal, non-commercial use only (gifts are okay). Any later reproductions may be subject to another fee.

Please let me know if you would like to purchase the image and | will send you our Permission and Use Form to sign and information

on how to pay.
Best,

Jason Amos
Executive Director

On Thu, Mar 16, 2023 at 4:31 PM Eric Gould <ericg@helicondesign.com> wrote:

Hello South End Historical Society:

We are working on a proposed alteration and additions at 410 Massachusetts Ave., Boston in the South End.

After our last meeting with the Landmarks Commission, they have requested we contact you to obtain all historical photo
documentation you might have on that parcel, as well as any other documentation you might on the Savoy Jazz Club which

occupied the building during the 1940s and 50s.

Please let us know best way to make contact and receive material from you.

—Eric

Eric Gould, AIA

HELICON DESIGN GROUP | INC | ARCHITECTS
76 Summer Street, Suite 510

Boston, MA 02110

t: 617.357.4437 x14

www.helicondesign.com

South End Historical Society
532 Massachusetts Avenue
Boston, MA 02118

p: 617-536-4445

Visit our website at www.southendhistoricalsociety.org

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram
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smq W “ 410 Mossachusetts Avenue, Boston

Opening October 24th

LEROY PARKINS
ond the Excalibur Jazz Band

featuring: Dick Wetmore — Cornet
Cass Brosky — Trombone
Tommy Benford — Drums
Bob Pilsbury — Piano
J. Richard Ronscheim — Bass

NO COVER — NO MINIMUM
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Window Design: Propose something other than double-hung windows at the 5th floor attic story.

Pediment infill: Should remain stucco unless there is historical precedent to apply propose another
material.

5 3 2 1
LANDMARKS STAFF ADVISORY REVIEW 03/08/23 RELOCATE ELEVATOR
AND STAIR HEAD
HOUSE RELOCATED
TO NORTH BOUNDARY
VINCO - Proposed development 410 Massachusetts Ave., Boston, MA
LANDMARKS REVIEW COMMENTS
BUILDING ELEVATION
Bay Design: No asymmetrical bay designs. (Refer to abutters bay designs as precedents.) |
Bay Design: Should be proposed as all brick or all metal. No mixing.
Facade Brick: Facade should be all brick to cornice line. N y
Facade Brick Existing: Call out existing as proposed repointed. Include proposed texture, type and \ / ATTIC STORY/
tooling of mortar. 9 45 PIop g brop P N / TRIPARTITE
11 / SCHEME W/
Cornice: Should be a strong conic line relating to South End precedents. with penthouse or “Attic / BLACK METAL
story” above,(Aligning with abutter height to north, 392-400Massachusetts Ave.) CLADDING
Cornice line Reference: Abutter to south, 414 Mass. Ave with articulated brick cornice details; refer 5
to with banding only, no corbeling.
Window Design: Call out fixed windows at 1st and 2nd floors being replaced with new, and indicate i II;
operable areas.
Window Design: Current proposed “problematic”, too many window types. Use double hung window - - DELETE
type standard in the South End. New double hung units may be acceptable as metal clad. ma= == rinininnmm == BALCONIES;
— — PROVIDE SOLID
Window Design: Use double hung, ganged together for bay units. Skinnier units could be used here. —— — BAYS PER
Window Design: Center windows requested to be reconfigured to more standard format. E: =E STREITT_T %”’
—— = ) :

Deck Rail: @ 3rd floor proposed deck area — provide standard black picket guard rail behind
existing pediment.

® © GO

Deck Walk Out, 5th Floor: Small picket guard on top of wall may be acceptable here pending
Board’s review and comments. Or, proposed simple small glass guard to compliant height.

Deck Walk Out: Proposed roof elements to be lowered on elevation to merge into the proposed
main flat roof line, not above it.

® ®

Street view section: Expand current section to show view line from opposite Mass Ave sidewalk, and
show view angle indicting whether stair or elevator head houses will be visible.

Materials: Call out ALL materials on the elevation, include sample material page.

Rear Elevation: Include elevator and stair head house on that elevation.

® @

HISTORICAL COMMENTS

@

Assemble and present existing historical uses of the building available, including the “Savoy Jazz
Club” active during the 1940s and 50s.

Ask the South End Historical Society to contribute any material (including 1972 Survey) they have
on the building and the Savoy Jazz Club.

®

NEXT SCHEDULED DESIGN REVIEWS

Show progression of earlier submitted designs and updates with Staff and Landmark Commission
comments included on the revised elevations.

With new Rev’s show bullet pointed areas keyed to comments you responded to.

Appendix: Include existing building photos, historical photo section, abutters section and street
montages of both sides of the block.

Make drawings “work for you”... show your most positive elements.

Review sample submission drawing decks sent by Landmarks to include standards that the
Commission is generally looking for to review the design and approve.

®® ®6® ®
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