Offered by Councilors Kenzie Bok, Ruthzee Louijeune, Breadon, Arroyo, Coletta,
Fernandes Anderson, Flaherty, Mejia, Worrell, Murphy and Flynn

CITY OF BOSTON
IN CITY COUNCIL

RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING MAY AS NATIONAL
PRESERVATION MONTH

WHEREAS: Boston is one of America’s most historic cities, with a built environment that
holds the memories and bears the marks of many critical moments in our
country’s history, from revolution to abolition to diverse immigration stories; and

WHEREAS: Due to the proposal of Donald T. Sheehan of the National Trust, the first National
Preservation week was in 1973 during the second week of May in an effort to
draw attention to the benefits of local, state, and national preservation; and

WHEREAS: On February 15, 1973, Senator Henry M. Jackson (D-Wash.) introduced a Joint
Congressional Resolution to designate May 6 through 12, 1973 as National
Preservation Week, which was signed into law on May 5, 1973; and

WHEREAS: 1n 2005, the National Trust expanded National Preservation Week into
Preservation Month in an effort to draw more attention to our historic places and
to promote heritage tourism; and

WHEREAS: The City of Boston is home to a great number of historic places, which should be
recognized, protected, and celebrated not only for the sake of the economic
benefits of historic tourism, but because of the social and educational benefits of
preserving our diverse and unique heritage and the sites that are important to all of
Boston’s communities; and

WHEREAS: The City of Boston should bring greater equity to our preservation efforts, by
investing in resources for the Boston Landmarks Commission to proactively
preserve historic sites in all neighborhoods of the city, by reforming preservation
processes, and by supporting reforms to state-level legislation governing
preservation; NOW THEREFORE BE IT

RESOLVED: That the Boston City Council recognizes May as National Preservation Month
and affirms its commitment to preserving our rich, diverse historic resources in a
way that celebrates and protects historic sites important to all of Boston’s vibrgnt‘ s
communities.

Filed on: April 21, 2023
In City Council April 26, 2023. Adopted.
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