












Addendum to Application of Tufts Shared Services, Inc. for Exempt Parking Permit at Hudson
Street Boston, MA

Complete Parcel List under section A.1.g

0305229001, 0305230000, 0305231000, 0305232000, 0305233000, 0305234000, 0305235000,
0305236000, 0305238000, 0305239000, 0305240000, 0305241000, 0305242000, 0305243000,
0305244000, 0305245000, 0305246000, 0305247000, 0305248001, 0305249000, 0305250000



Boston Air Pollution Control Commission

Statement of Need of Tufts Shared Services, Inc. for Renewal of a
Downtown Parking Freeze Exempt Spaces Permit

Hudson Street Lot, Parcel R-1, 51-55 and 59-61 Hudson Street, Chinatown

Tufts Shared Services, Inc. (“TSS”) is a 501 (c)(3) Massachusetts non-profit corporation that
provides a range of services to the Tufts Medical Center and Tufts University Health Science
Campus, located in Chinatown. These services include utilities, parking lots, valet parking,
printing and other administrative operations that benefit the two Tufts entities.

TSS owns or leases spaces in several parking facilities in the Chinatown area for use by its
patients, doctors and staff. One of these parking facilities is the Hudson Street Lot (the “Lot”),
located at 51-55 and 59-61, Hudson Street, Chinatown, which TSS operates under a renewable
year to year lease from the Boston Planning and Development Agency (“BPDA”).1 The Lot was
previously permitted by APCC for a total of 97 exempt spaces (Permit dated July 1, 2022), of
which 50 spaces were designated for commercial use. That Permit expired on June 30, 2023,
which was the deadline in the Permit, without right of renewal. TSS inadvertently failed to
notice that the Permit had expired until late October 2023 at which time it immediately notified
the APCC and sought advice on renewing the Permit for exempt spaces only since the Lot was
barely used for commercial parking during its term. TSS also immediately disabled the ability of
the Lot to accept commercial parkers. This is an application for 67 exempt spaces, 30 spaces
less than the previously permitted amount.

The Statement and Basis of Need for this Application is clear. TSS is already challenged in
providing parking for its patients, doctors and staff convenient to the Health Sciences Campus.
While many of its staff take public transit under a Tufts subsidized discount program, the
demand in particular for patient parking continually increases at the same time that TSS is
facing the loss of exempt spaces in other facilities it leases. Moreover, TSS uses this Lot to park
over-sized vans needed to transport physically challenged patients. The lease for the Motor
Mart Garage (26 Park Plaza) allows TSS a minimum of 250 spaces per day and the owner has
allowed over 300 spaces to date for staff parking and over-flow patient parking. However, TSS
has been informed by the owner that it plans a construction project in the near future that
could reduce the exempt spaces. Further, TSS’ plans for the addition of 60 lifts at its Traveler
Street Lot, which at the time of the application for the expired Hudson Street Permit were
anticipated to take the parking load off of the Hudson Street Lot, unfortunately have been
adversely impacted not only by the COVID 19 pandemic, but also by a several yearlong shipping
delay as well as near doubling of the cost of the lifts. In short, if anything the need for renewal
of this Permit is more compelling than ever.

1While this lease allows TSS potentially to use the Lot until the year 2025, it allows the BPDA to cancel it prior to
2025 if the ACDC breaks ground for its proposed multi-family moderate income housing project sooner.



Statement of Need
Hudson Street Lot, Chinatown
November 2023

In addition to its use for staff and patient parking, TSS has long allowed free weekend daytime
use of the Lot by St. James the Greater Church, located at 125 Harrison Avenue, and will
continue this arrangement with the Church. If the Application were denied, the Church would
be severely impacted and could be forced to close.

To be clear, in light of the BPDA’s ability to cancel its lease with TSS on short notice depending
on the progress of the planned ACDC development, this is a request for a short-term Permit
until the ACDC begins construction. We would readily agree to a special condition to this effect
in the Permit.

Provisions for Bicycle Storage

TSS currently provides a locked bicycle storage facility at the Tremont Street Garage with
capacity for 30 bikes and provides bike racks in the center plaza adjacent to the Tremont Street
Garage building and the Wang Center with capacity for 10 bikes. The Tufts Medical Center and
Tufts University also provide bike racks elsewhere in the Health Sciences Campus.

EV Spaces and Charging Stations

TSS is in the process of installing EV spaces and charging stations in the Tremont Street Garage
and Traveler Street Lot.

Conclusion
This is a reasonable request for renewal of the exempt parking spaces permit for the Hudson
Street Lot. The application reduces the number of previously permitted exempt spaces from 97
to 67. Prior to the hearing TSS will provide letters in support of this Application from the BPDA,
local community associations, local religious institutions to which it provides free parking, and
others. We welcome the APCC staff and Commissioners’ questions.
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