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What is Safe Routes to School? (SRTS) 
 “An initiative that works to make it safe, convenient, and fun for 
children to walk and bicycle to and from schools” (Safe Routes 
Partnership)

MA SRTS has worked with schools throughout the state for 20+ 
years on Education, Encouragement, Engagement, Evaluation, 
Equity and Engineering.  

Boston SRTS led by Boston Public Health Commission began 2015 
added it’s first full-time staff person in Transportation in 2023. 
Goals include:
● Making active transportation a lifelong habit
● Improving on-time arrival and readiness to learn
● Strengthening the relationship between the schools and 

the community
● Cultivating community partners who share the vision of 

creating safe, low-stress, traffic calmed streets around 
schools

● Reducing pediatric crashes (i.e. pedestrian and bike 
crashes in 4-17 y.o. residents)

https://www.saferoutespartnership.org/
https://www.saferoutespartnership.org/
https://www.mass.gov/safe-routes-to-school
https://www.boston.gov/government/cabinets/boston-public-health-commission/boston-safe-routes-school


What is the city doing to improve safety 
and calm traffic near schools?

Safety Surge Program (speed humps, safer 
intersections, safer signals)

School Zone Sign & Crosswalk Refresh (2023)

Standardize School Zones 
(topic of discussion today)



Safety Surge Program: Speed Hump Zones

Areas in green 
already have speed 
humps or will have 
them by 2026. 
Areas in red will 
follow.



Schools in Speed Hump Zones



School Zones - 2012 MassDOT Guidance

● 300’ max from school building
● Focus on Elementary Schools
● Only allowed where the school 

or grounds abuts the street



School Zones - 2022 MassDOT Guidance

● At least 200’ in advance of school grounds, a school crossing, or other school related 
activities, up to ¼ mile

● Should be kept as short as possible while including the section of roadway in the 
vicinity of the school property that school children will be entering or crossing

● Includes Elementary and Secondary Schools (K-12)



● At least 200 feet in advance of the school grounds or a school crossing; 
● The maximum beginning point of a reduced school speed limit zone should not be 

greater than 500 feet in advance of the school grounds or a school crossing

School Zones - 11th (2023) edition of Federal MUTCD



Proposal for City-wide School Zone Program

● Update city details for school zones 
● Expand where we use them
● Implement throughout the city
● Define special use cases: 

○ School Zones for Individual Schools
○ School Zones on Arterial Roads
○ School Zones for Clusters of Schools
○ School Zones for a Campus of Schools
○ Schools Zones within a 20 mph Safety 

Surge/Neighborhood Slow Streets Zone 







Upcoming MA SRTS Events

Tuesday, April 23: SRTS School Spring Webinar: New Tools for Schools

Wednesday, May 1: Massachusetts Walk, Bike, and Roll to School Day

Thursday, June 6: Safe Routes to School Awards Ceremony at the State House

https://www.mass.gov/event/safe-routes-to-school-spring-webinar-new-tools-for-schools-2024-04-23t150000-0400-2024-04-23t160000-0400
https://www.mass.gov/event/massachusetts-walk-bike-roll-to-school-day-2024-05-01t080000-0400-2024-05-01t180000-0400
https://www.mass.gov/event/safe-routes-to-school-awards-ceremony-2024-06-06t103000-0400-2024-06-06t123000-0400

