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Zoom Interpretation Services 

1. 2. 3.

English: For interpretation in [_____], 
1. Go to the horizontal control bar at the bottom 

of your screen. Click on “Interpretation.”
2. Then click on the language that you would like 

to hear. 
3. You are now accessing this meeting in [____]

Spanish: Para traducción en Español,
1. Vaya a la parte baja de la pantalla, en la barra 
horizontal, y presione la tecla “Interpretation”.
2. Luego seleccione el idioma que desea escuchar.
3. Después de seleccionar, usted entrará a la 
reunión en el idioma “Español”.  

Brazilian Portuguese: Para interpretação int 
Português.
1. Vá para a barra de controle horizontal na parte 

inferior da tela. Clique em “Interpretation”.
2. Em seguida, clique no idioma que deseja ouvir.
3. Agora você está acessando esta reunião em 

Português 
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PROJECT TEAM

Amy Linné
MEW Greenway Project Manager
Boston Parks & Recreation Department
amy.linne@boston.gov

Manuela Villa Gomez
East Boston Liaison
Office of Neighborhood Services
Manuela.villagomez@boston.gov

Weston & Sampson Design Team:
Cheri Ruane, FASLA, RLA
Practice Leader, Landscape Architecture

Farah Dakkak, RLA
Project Landscape Architect

mailto:amy.linne@boston.gov
mailto:amy.linne@boston.gov


CITY POLICY PRIORITIES

• Family Friendly

• Green & Growing

• Healthy & Safe

• Delivering Exceptional City Services

• Closing the Racial Wealth Gap



PARK
DESIGN

Safety Guidelines+
Regulatory 
Guidelines

City of Boston
Priorities

Parks + Recreation
Goals

Community
Input

PARK
DESIGN

PROJECT APPROACH



PROJECT SCHEDULE

August 2022
Online Survey 
Concludes

January 2024
Design Meeting 1

July 2022
Site Walk

June 2024
Design Meeting 2

2025-2026
Construction

Fall 2024
Permitting,
Construction
Documentation

Mid-2026
Park 
Opening

February 2024
Online Survey

July/August 2024
Design Meeting 3



MEETING GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

• Discuss the design for the path, entry spaces, and greenway 
amenities

• Discuss challenges and proposed strategies to make the Greenway 
usable during and after storm events.

• Gather input on the design and how the community would like to 
use the greenway in the future



WHAT WE HEARD Online Survey Responses 
February – March 2024 89 Responses

What qualities/amenities would you like to see at the entry spaces?

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Seating area

Signage

Planting

Water fountains

Bike racks

Specialty paving

Other (please specify)

What amenities would you most like to see at the Greenway?

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Benches
Lighting updates

Signage
Native planting

Picnic tables
Walking space

Bike space
Performance space
Outdoor classroom

Other (please specify)

Cleanliness/overall 
landscaping upkeep

Fix the flooding and 
better care of the 
grass/grounds.

Emergency boxes to make it feel safer.

Improving 
night time 
access and 
safety.

Bluebike 
stations! 

Educational Signage

Local art/muralsRegulatory 
Signage on 
use of 
space

More 
Lighting



WHAT WE HEARD Online Survey Responses 
February – March 2024 89 Responses

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Single wider path (for pedestrian
and bike traffic) - Resulting in a
reduction in impervious surface

Two paths separating the uses
(existing condition) - Keeps the

existing conditions the same

In your opinion, what improvements are most critical for a 
Greenway? (rank this 1 being most and 4 being least)

Which would you prefer a single wider path (for pedestrian and 
bike traffic) or two paths separating the uses (existing condition)?

Reduced Flood 
Impacts

Better amenities (Benches, 
signage, trash receptacles)

Cooling spots (drinking water, 
shaded seating areas)

Increased tree canopy and 
biodiversity



EXISTING CONDITIONS



SITE OBSERVATIONS
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SITE OBSERVATIONS
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CAUSES OF STORMWATER FLOODING 
ON THE GREENWAY

• High water table and low infiltration rates
• Drainage pipes emptying into the Harbor (fill up at high tide)
• Low elevation of the Greenway
• Impervious surfaces and run off at adjacent properties
• Limited capacity of existing BPRD Pump

SOLUTIONS TO ADDRESSING 
STORMWATER FLOODING

• Green and grey infrastructure
• Tide gates (BWSC)
• Pump Station (BWSC)
• Decreased impervious surfaces
• Elevated portions of the pathway / bridging over wet areas
• Coordinating with abutters on containing runoff on site

FLOODING



SITE HISTORY

PLAN OF EAST BOSTON
https://collections.leventhalmap.org/search/commonwealth:1544f5823



FLOOD MAP



GROUND WATER



DRAINAGE & STORMWATER

CATCH BASIN 
ELV. 8.02’

GROUNDWATER 
ELV. 9.20’



DRAINAGE & STORMWATER



DESIGN DEVELOPMENT



DESIGN DEVELOPMENT
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MARGINAL STREET TO SUMNER STREET
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REDUCTION IN PAVEMENT

PAVERS AT BLUE CABOOSE

CAFÉ STYLE TABLES

NEW/RELOCATED LIGHTING

PATH ALIGNMENT STAYS THE SAME 
WITH MINOR ADJUSTMENTS



MARGINAL STREET TO SUMNER STREET



MARGINAL STREET ENTRY

S BREMEN ST

PRESERVE EXISTING 
ORNAMENTAL FENCE

REDUCTION IN 
PAVEMENT

PAVERS AT BLUE CABOOSE

CAFÉ STYLE TABLES

SEATWALL/BENCH

TRASH RECEPTACLE

NEW/RELOCATED 
LIGHTING



MARGINAL STREET ENTRY

EXISTING GRANITE BLOCK

PATH IN EXISTING ALIGNMENT

EXISTING TREES TO REMAIN

PROPOSED GRANITE BLOCK

FLOOD PLAIN +10

MHHW +11.23



SUMNER STREET TO MAVERICK STREET
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PARK BENCH

PATH ALIGNMENT 
FOLLOWS EXISTING

RAINGARDEN

DRAINAGE 
IMPROVEMENTS

PAVEMENT MARKINGS TO 
DIFFERENTIATE BETWEEN 

BIKE AND PEDESTRIAN USE

DEPLOYABLE BARRIER 
STORAGE CONTAINER



SUMNER STREET TO MAVERICK STREET

DRAINAGE SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS 
AND RAINGARDEN

ELEVATE SECTION OF PATH

FLOOD PLAIN +10

MHHW +11.23



SUMNER STREET TO MAVERICK STREET



SUMNER STREET TO MAVERICK STREET



GOVE STREET
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GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE

RE-ALIGNED SEATING AREA

SINGLE 12-FT WIDE PATH

ELEVATED PATHWAY AND 
BOARDWALK STRETCHES IN 
WETTER AREAS

NEW/RELOCATED 
LIGHTING

PARK BENCH

+10



GOVE STREET



GOVE STREET



GOVE STREET

RE-ALIGNED 
SEATING AREA

NEW/RELOCATED 
LIGHTING

ELEVATED PATH 
(+- 1-FT)

FLOOD PLAIN +10

MHHW +11.23



GOVE STREET TO PORTER STREET

PARK BENCH

PATH ALIGNMENT 
FOLLOWS EXISTING

SLOPE STABILIZATION

DRAINAGE 
IMPROVEMENTS

FENCE IMPROVEMENTS

PAVEMENT MARKINGS TO 
DIFFERENTIATE BETWEEN 

BIKE AND PEDESTRIAN USE



GOVE STREET TO PORTER STREET

COBBLE SWALE / SLOPE TO PREVENT EROSION

BACKED BENCH WITH MID-ARM REST

RAINGARDEN/SWALE

PAVEMENT MARKINGS



SITE MATERIALS



STRENGTHENING OF ART PROGRAM

https://maryellenwelchgreenway.org/visit/



SITE SIGNAGE



LISTENING & DISCUSSION

Help us build great parks.  
Let us know what matters to you.  



June 6, 2024
Boston Parks and Recreation

THANK YOU!

For questions, maintenance requests or 
concerns regarding any of our 

parks contact 311

www.boston.gov/welch-greenway

Amy Linné:
amy.linne@boston.gov

http://www.boston.gov/welch-greenway
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