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1 FIRST FLOOR PLAN

1: Existing North Elevation

2: Existing South Elevation

3: Existing West Elevation

4: Existing East Elevation (Proposed window on North elevation to match size of center window)

Window Trim Detail

EXISTING PHOTOS

5: Existing Interior Elevation of North Wall
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EXISTING PHOTOS + PROPOSED INTERIOR VIEW

Existing Interior Photo of North Wall

Proposed Interior Rendering of North WallExisting Photos of North Facade From Peace Garden
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To: Boston Landmarks Commission 

From: The Steering Committee of the Highland Park Neighborhood Coalition 

Re: UU Urban Ministry Putnam Chapel Proposal 

April 15, 2026 

 

Dear Members of the Boston Landmarks Commission,  

Please accept this letter of support for the proposal to add a window to the north-facing wall of Putnam 

Chapel, a building physically connected to First Church Roxbury, a Boston Landmark. The Chapel is a 

much-used space in our Roxbury neighborhood, with many organizations utilizing it for community 

meetings, gatherings and celebrations. The new window would allow more light into the room, and 

provide visitors with a view of the peace garden, Boston Skyline and the historic St John & St James 

Church across the street.  

While the natural light would transform the interior of the space, community members also support the 

change as it will appear from the exterior, visible when traveling Roxbury Street. At a Coalition meeting 

held on April 14, community members viewed the proposed changes, and unanimously voted to support 

the addition of a window. The addition of either Option A or Option B as presented to us are 

harmonious with the overall historic character of the building.  

We support the ongoing restoration of the First Church Roxbury campus, which serves as a community 

resource. 5112434 

 

Sincerely,  

Highland Park Neighborhood Coalition Steering Committee 

Simone Gaines 

Luther Pinckney 

Sydney Rachel  

 











 

May 1, 2026 

 

Boston Landmark Commission 

26 Court Street, 2nd Floor 

Boston, MA 02108 

 

 

Dear Boston Landmark Commission,  

We are a group of seniors from Boston that meets weekly on the campus of the UU Urban 

Ministry, and we have used Putnam Chapel for our activities including dance and exercise 

classes. Many members of our Dynamic Seniors group hail from Roxbury and have lived nearby 

the UU Urban Ministry campus. 

We are writing in support of the proposed changes to the Chapel, including the installation of a 

window on the north side of the building.  

A window brings Boston’s history and beauty into the space, offering a view of the skyline, the 

nearby peace garden, and the historic St James Chapel across the street. It also provides a 

welcome addition of natural light. The changes from the exterior of the building represent a 

suitable modification that blends into the campus for passersby on Roxbury street. . 

As regular users of the space, and as neighbors, we endorse this restoration and the 

improvements it will bring to this community space.  

Sincerely,  

Eva Clark 
Eva Clark 

Founder and President 

Dynamic Seniors 
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